The fermented rice substrate was extracted repeatedly with EtOAc (3 × 500 mL), and the organic solvent was evaporated to dryness under vacuum to afford the crude extract (3.3 g). The extract was fractionated by Silica gel vacuum liquid chromatography (VLC) using n-hexanes/CH 2Cl2/MeOH gradient elution. The subfraction (25 mg) was further separated by semipreparative reversed-phase HPLC to afford cycloaspeptide A. Colorless single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by evaporation of the extract solution.
Discussion
Cordyceps sinensis (Berkeley) Sacc.( reclassified as Hirsutella sinensis later),a lso known as Chinese caterpillar fungus or 'DongChongXiaCao' (winter-worm,s ummer-grass), has been widely used as atonic and/or medicine for hundreds of years in the Orient [1] . Applications of fungal ecology in the search for new bioactive natural products have proven to be an effective approach. Based on ecological considerations, we initiated chemical investigations of the fungal colonies associated with Cordyceps sinensis.T hese fungi were called Cordycepscolonizing because of their ill-defined relationships with Cordyceps sinensis.D uring our continuing search for new bioactive natural products from this unique source, the fungus Isaria farinosa isolated from asample of Cordyceps sinensis,was grown in asolid-substrate fermentation culture. Its organic solvent extract displayed antibacterial activity. The X-ray analysis reveals that the carboxamide moiety is coplanar with the benzene ring [dihedral angle -4.2(6)°]. The three phenyl rings in the molecule are not in same plane. The bond length of C7-O1 is 1.250(5) Å,which shows it is anormal C=O double bond. In addition, there are two intramolecular hydrogen bond, N5-H5A···O1 (2.638(4) Å,1 35.4°), N3-H3A···O1 (2.810(4) Å,1 38.0°); and two intermolecular hydrogen bonds N1-H1A···O6 (2.987(4) Å,159.8°), N5-H5A···N4 (2.777(4) Å, 112.4°)formed between two molecules with different configuration. 
